
 

Date:  June 13, 2013 

To:  Dean’s Council members 

From  Stephen Burd, Academic Technology Liaison 

Subject: Turnitin/iThenticate Adoption at Peer Schools 

I’m following up on the discussion and questions regarding Turnitin from the May 30 Dean’s Council 
meeting.  At that meeting, several participants asked for additional data regarding how Turnitin and 
iThenticate are used at the nearby peer schools that I contacted (AZ State, TX A&M, TX Tech, and U of 
AZ).  I’ve gathered two sets of additional data addressing these questions.  The first is a table transcribed 
and summarized from my interview notes (see next page).  I have some follow-up queries outstanding to 
reps at these schools.  If I receive enough responses in a timely manner, I’ll update the table and 
redistribute in advance of the June 13 meeting. 

The second source of data is from iParadigms (vendor for Turnitin and iThenticate).  Due to 
confidentiality agreements with customers, they declined to provide hard numbers for individual 
schools.  However, they did provide the following data summarizing aggregate use at 3 of the 4 schools 
(they wouldn’t tell which 3). 

 2010 2011 2012 
Active instructor accounts 240 381 639 
Active student accounts 13,390 18,368 29,689 
Originality Reports 83,866 132,585 200,354 
Reports with ≥ 25% originality score 23% 16% 15% 
 

Since the schools aren’t specifically identified it’s hard to further interpret these numbers.  For, example 
639 instructor accounts are approximately 210 per school but there’s insufficient data to express that as 
a percentage of instructors or full-time faculty members.  Similarly, percentages of student users are a 
guess.  If we assume average enrollment similar to UNM, it appears that approximately 30% of students 
interact with Turnitin. 

The ratio of student to faculty accounts is approximately 46:1 – possibly a measure of the mean 
enrollment of courses in which Turnitin is used.  Similarly, the ratio of originality reports to student 
accounts indicates that the average student is using the service for approximately 3 assignments if we 
assume that 2-3 originality reports are generated for each assignment (e.g., two by the student and one 
by the instructor). 

 



School Turnitin 
only or w/ 
iThenticate 

How 
funded 

Turnitin use 
estimate 

Significant 
Turnitin users 

Learning 
management 

system 
integration 

iThenticate 
Uses 

 
Other 

ASU Turnitin 
only 

ASU online “high 
adoption” 

Nursing, 
psychology, 
history, 
sociology 

Pearson 
Learning 
Studio 

N/A Noted high faculty satisfaction 
with Turnitin due to combination 
of tools (anti-plagiarism, 
grading/commenting, and peer 
review) 
 
School also uses SafeAssign 
through Blackboard – that use 
predates Blackboard’s acquisition 
of SafeAssign 

TX A&M Turnitin 
only 

Provost 270 
instructors, 
20K 
students 

Engineering, 
English 

Blackboard N/A Many faculty use Turnitin as a 
stand-alone Web service rather 
than via Blackboard integration 
(they’re in the middle of 
migrating from WebCT) 
 
Research office has considered  
iThenticate – perhaps added in 
upcoming TI license renewal 

TX Tech Both University 
libraries 

8-9K papers 
submitted 
in 2012 

Theatre & Dance 
(large 
enrollment film 
studies course), 
Communications 

Migrating to 
Blackboard in 
fall 

Theses, 
dissertations, 
and grant 
proposals 

Many faculty are waiting for 
Blackboard integration before 
adopting 

U of AZ Turnitin 
only 

From 
student 
tech fee - 
$250 per 
student per 
semester 

10% of 
course 
sections 

Usage evenly 
spread across 
campus 

Blackboard 
(business 
school only) 
and 
Desire2Learn 

N/A Highest use in online courses.  
Significant integration issues with 
Desire2Learn but problems 
appear to be with the LMS, not 
Turnitin 



 


